RECONCILING CONFLICT
April 6 & 7, 2024

Romans 12:16-18 (NLT)

Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the
company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! Never pay
back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see
you are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.

Matthew 18:15-17 (TPT)

“If your fellow believer sins against you, you must go to that one
privately and attempt to resolve the matter. If he responds, your
relationship is restored. But if his heart is closed to you, then go to him
again, taking one or two others with you. You'll be fulfilling what the
Scripture teaches when it says, ‘Every word may be verified by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.” And if he refuses to listen, then
share the issue with the congregation in hopes of restoration. If he still
refuses to respond, even to the church, then you must disregard him as
though he were an outsider, on the same level as an unrepentant
sinner.”

THE DAMAGE OF CONFLICT

1. It my fellowship with God.

1 John 4:20 (TPT)

Anyone can say, “l love God,” yet have hatred toward another
believer. This makes him a phony, because if you don’t love a
brother or sister, whom you can see, how can you truly love God,
whom you can’t see?

2. It my prayer life.

Psalm 66:18 (TPT)
Yet if | had closed my eyes to my sin, the Lord God would have
closed his ears to my prayer.



3. It my ability to be happy.

2 Corinthians 2:10-11 (TPT)

If you freely forgive anyone for anything, then | also forgive him. And
if | have forgiven anything, | did so for you before the face of Christ,
so that we would not be exploited by the adversary, Satan, for we
know his clever schemes.

GobD’s SEVEN-STEP PLAN FOR CONFLICT RECONCILIATION

| must take the , regardless of who
Is at fault.

Matthew 5:23-24 (NLT)

So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you
suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave
your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person.
Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.

Matthew 18:16 (TPT)
“..gotohim..

Who gives me the courage to take the first step?

2 Timothy 1:7 (TPT)
For God will never give you the spirit of fear, but the Holy Spirit who
gives you mighty power, love, and self-control.

How to have my own personal peace conference:

. a sit-down meeting
. the right time

. the best place

o for the words to share
. a positive attitude

| must completely my part of the
problem without any expectations.

Matthew 7:3-5 (TPT)

“Why would you focus on the flaw in someone else’s life and fail to
notice the glaring flaws of your own? How could you say to your
friend, ‘Let me show you where you're wrong,” when you’re guilty of
even more? You're being hypercritical and a hypocrite! First
acknowledge and deal with your own ‘blind spots,’ and then you'll be
capable of dealing with the ‘blind spot’ of your friend.”

James 5:16 (TPT)

Confess and acknowledge how you have offended one another and then
pray for one another to be instantly healed, for tremendous power is
released through the passionate, heartfelt prayer of a godly believer!



| must seek to the other
person’s pain.

James 1:19-22 (TPT)

My dearest brothers and sisters, take this to heart: Be quick to listen,
but slow to speak. And be slow to become angry, for human anger is
never a legitimate tool to promote God’s righteous purpose. So this is
why we abandon everything morally impure and all forms of wicked
conduct. Instead, with a sensitive spirit we absorb God’s Word, which
has been implanted within our nature, for the Word of Life has power
to continually deliver us. Don't just listen to the Word of Truth and not
respond to it, for that is the essence of self-deception. So always let
his Word become like poetry written and fulfilled by your life!

Romans 15:1-2 (GNBDC)

We who are strong in the faith ought to help the weak to carry their
burdens. We should not please ourselves. Instead, we should all
please our brothers and sisters for their own good, in order to build
them up in the faith.

| must consider their of the
situation.

Philippians 2:4-5 (GNT)
And look out for one another’s interests, not just for your own. The
attitude that you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had.

God is always looking out for my

Psalm 139:3-6 (TPT)

You are so intimately aware of me, Lord. You read my heart like an open
book and you know all the words I’'m about to speak before | even start a
sentence! You know every step | will take before my journey even begins.
You've gone into my future to prepare the way, and in kindness you
follow behind me to spare me from the harm of my past. You have laid
your hand on me! This is just too wonderful, deep, and incomprehensible!
Your understanding of me brings me wonder and strength.

| must truthfully and tactfully with love,
no matter what.

Ephesians 4:15 (NLT)
Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more
and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

Proverbs 12:18-19 (NLT)
Some people make cutting remarks, but the words of the wise bring
healing. Truthful words stand the test of time, but lies are soon exposed.

Ephesians 4:29 (NLT)

Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good
and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those
who hear them.




ﬂ | must the problem, not the blame.

To blame is to ___—

Colossians 3:8-10 (TPT)

But now it’s time to eliminate them from your lives once and for all—
anger, fits of rage, all forms of hatred, cursing, filthy speech, and lying.
Lay aside your old Adam-self with its masquerade and disguise. For
you have acquired new creation life which is continually being
renewed into the likeness of the One who created you; giving you the
full revelation of God.

Romans 14:13 (TPT)

So stop being critical and condemning of other believers, but instead
determine to never deliberately cause a brother or sister to stumble
and fall because of your actions.

ﬂ | must on reconciliation, not resolution.

Reconciliation — to a relationship.

Resolution — to every issue.

Matthew 5:9 (NLT)
God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the
children of God.

1 Peter 4:8 (GNBDC)
Above everything, love one another earnestly, because love covers
over many sins.
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Romans 12:16-18 (NLT)

Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the
company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all! Never pay
back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see
you are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.

Matthew 18:15-17 (TPT)

“If your fellow believer sins against you, you must go to that one
privately and attempt to resolve the matter. If he responds, your
relationship is restored. But if his heart is closed to you, then go to him
again, taking one or two others with you. You'll be fulfilling what the
Scripture teaches when it says, ‘Every word may be verified by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.” And if he refuses to listen, then
share the issue with the congregation in hopes of restoration. If he still
refuses to respond, even to the church, then you must disregard him as
though he were an outsider, on the same level as an unrepentant
sinner.”

THE DAMAGE OF CONFLICT

1. It blocks my fellowship with God.

1 John 4:20 (TPT)

Anyone can say, “l love God,” yet have hatred toward another
believer. This makes him a phony, because if you don’t love a
brother or sister, whom you can see, how can you truly love God,
whom you can’t see?

2. It hinders my prayer life.

Psalm 66:18 (TPT)
Yet if | had closed my eyes to my sin, the Lord God would have
closed his ears to my prayer.



3. It limits my ability to be happy.

2 Corinthians 2:10-11 (TPT)

If you freely forgive anyone for anything, then | also forgive him. And
if | have forgiven anything, | did so for you before the face of Christ,
so that we would not be exploited by the adversary, Satan, for we
know his clever schemes.

GobD’s SEVEN-STEP PLAN FOR CONFLICT RECONCILIATION

I must take the initiative, regardless of who is
at fault.

Matthew 5:23-24 (NLT)

So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you
suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave
your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person.
Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.

Matthew 18:16 (TPT)
“...gotohim..”

Who gives me the courage to take the first step? God does.

2 Timothy 1:7 (TPT)
For God will never give you the spirit of fear, but the Holy Spirit who
gives you mighty power, love, and self-control.

How to have my own personal peace conference:
e Pursue a sit-down meeting

o Plan the right time

e Prepare the best place

e Pray for the words to share

o Provide a positive attitude

| must completely confess my part of the problem
without any expectations.

Matthew 7:3-5 (TPT)

“Why would you focus on the flaw in someone else’s life and fail to
notice the glaring flaws of your own? How could you say to your
friend, ‘Let me show you where you're wrong,” when you’re guilty of
even more? You're being hypercritical and a hypocrite! First
acknowledge and deal with your own ‘blind spots,’ and then you'll be
capable of dealing with the ‘blind spot’ of your friend.”

James 5:16 (TPT)

Confess and acknowledge how you have offended one another and
then pray for one another to be instantly healed, for tremendous
power is released through the passionate, heartfelt prayer of a godly
believer!



B I must seek to understand the other person’s pain.

James 1:19-22 (TPT)

My dearest brothers and sisters, take this to heart: Be quick to listen,
but slow to speak. And be slow to become angry, for human anger is
never a legitimate tool to promote God’s righteous purpose. So this is
why we abandon everything morally impure and all forms of wicked
conduct. Instead, with a sensitive spirit we absorb God’s Word, which
has been implanted within our nature, for the Word of Life has power
to continually deliver us. Don't just listen to the Word of Truth and not
respond to it, for that is the essence of self-deception. So always let
his Word become like poetry written and fulfilled by your life!

Romans 15:1-2 (GNBDC)

We who are strong in the faith ought to help the weak to carry their
burdens. We should not please ourselves. Instead, we should all
please our brothers and sisters for their own good, in order to build
them up in the faith.

n | must consider their perspective of the situation.

Philippians 2:4-5 (GNT)
And look out for one another’s interests, not just for your own. The
attitude that you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had.

God is always looking out for my needs.

Psalm 139:3-6 (TPT)

You are so intimately aware of me, Lord. You read my heart like an
open book and you know all the words I’'m about to speak before |
even start a sentence! You know every step | will take before my
journey even begins. You’ve gone into my future to prepare the way,
and in kindness you follow behind me to spare me from the harm of
my past. You have laid your hand on me! This is just too wonderful,
deep, and incomprehensible! Your understanding of me brings me
wonder and strength.

E | must speak truthfully and tactfully with love, no matter
what.

Ephesians 4:15 (NLT)
Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more
and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.

Proverbs 12:18-19 (NLT)

Some people make cutting remarks, but the words of the wise bring
healing. Truthful words stand the test of time, but lies are soon
exposed.

Ephesians 4:29 (NLT)

Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good
and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those
who hear them.



ﬂ I must fix the problem, not the blame.

To blame is to B-Lame.

Colossians 3:8-10 (TPT)

But now it’s time to eliminate them from your lives once and for all—
anger, fits of rage, all forms of hatred, cursing, filthy speech, and lying.
Lay aside your old Adam-self with its masquerade and disguise. For
you have acquired new creation life which is continually being
renewed into the likeness of the One who created you; giving you the
full revelation of God.

Romans 14:13 (TPT)

So stop being critical and condemning of other believers, but instead
determine to never deliberately cause a brother or sister to stumble
and fall because of your actions.

ﬂ I must focus on reconciliation, not resolution.

Reconciliation — to reestablish a relationship.
Resolution — to resolve every issue.

Matthew 5:9 (NLT)
God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the
children of God.

1 Peter 4:8 (GNBDC)
Above everything, love one another earnestly, because love covers
over many sins.



